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The rapid expansion of cross-border e-commerce in the Arab region has transformed trade 
dynamics, enabling small businesses and consumers to participate in global markets through digital 
platforms. Egypt and several Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states have taken early steps to regulate 
this growing sector by introducing legal frameworks for electronic transactions, digital signatures, 
consumer protection, and data governance. 

However, regulatory disparities persist across the Union of Arab Chambers (UAC) member states, 
affecting the ease of cross-border trade and the predictability of taxation and customs procedures. 
Understanding these frameworks and their convergence is essential to foster a unified and competitive 
digital trade environment in the Arab world.

/wh{{ρ.hw59w 9ρ/haa9w/9 w9D¦[!¢LbD Lb ¢I9 !w!. w9DLhbΥ
 [9D![ Cw!a9²hwY{ !b5 9a9wDLbD ¢w9b5{

How  cross-border  e-commerce  via  digital 
e-ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ  is  regulated  in  Egypt  and  its 
neighboring countries?

Egypt  has  a  comprehensive  legal 
framework  :secure  digital  contracts  ,ǾŜǊƛŬŜŘ 
signatures  ,consumer  rights  ,data  governance, 
and digital customs—but lacks formal de minimis 
and full enforcement on digital licensing.

GCC  and  other  UAC  states(  notably  KSA 
and  UAE  )have  modern  ecommerce  statutes, 
GDPR-aligned  data  laws  ,and  digital  safe  harbor 
for foreign ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ.

Jordan and some Arab countries are behind 
in  formalizing  ecommerce  ,though  cybersecurity 
laws shape digital enforcement.

Regional  convergence  is  ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǝƴƎ: 
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VAT ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ  ,digital customs ,ACI systems, 
esignature  reciprocity  ,and  ŘŀǘŀǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ 
frameworks aligned with global standards.

9D¸t¢
[ŜƎŀƭ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ

Electronic  Signature  Law  No15/2004 . 
ŀŶǊƳǎ  that  esignatures  are  legally  equivalent 
to  ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǧŜƴ  ones  ,forming  the  backbone  for 
binding digital contracts 

Consumer  tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ  Law  No181/2018 . 
ensures price transparency ,product ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎ, 
return  rights  ,clear  delivery  terms  ,and  vendor 
transparency 

Cybercrime Law No 175/2018 .criminalizes 
online  fraud  ,unauthorized  access  ,data 
breaches—bolstering ecommerce security 

Companies Law No ,159/1981 .Investment 
Law  No  ,72/2017 .Decree  No  ,26/2020 .and 
¢ŜƭŜŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ  Law  No  10/2003 .require 
ecommerce  ŜƴǝǝŜǎ  and  media  ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ  to  be 
licensed via NTRA and SCMR 

5ŀǘŀ tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ϧ /ǊƻǎǎōƻǊŘŜǊ Cƭƻǿǎ

Personal  Data  tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ  Law(  PDPL–  ) 
July – 2020 aligned ǇŀǊǝŀƭƭȅ with GDPR :mandates 
consent ,crossborder transfer only to“ adequately 
protected  ”ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴǎ  or  with  regulatory 
approval ;breach ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ within 72 hours 

¢ŀȄ ŀƴŘ LƴǾƻƛŎƛƴƎ
Finance Ministry Decree 307/2020 created 

an  ecommerce  ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ  department  with 
followup  since  2021  requiring  VAT  and  income 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ,electronic invoicing and payment.

9/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ
Egypt is a signatory to the UN /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ 

on  Electronic  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ  in  LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
Contracts  ,and  its  Electronic  ¢ǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴǎ  Law 
governs ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ,signatures ,and enforceability 
of crossborder econtracts 

b9LDI.hwLbD !w!. /h¦b¢wL9{ ϧ D//

{ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ
Royal  Decree  M  )2019(  126/establishes 

a  comprehensive  ecommerce  law  covering 
electronic  contracts  ,consumer  rights  ,digital 
payments ,dispute ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ.

PDPL  covers  cross-border  data  transfers, 
data subjects ’rights ,and heavy ǇŜƴŀƭǝŜǎ.

Established  eGovernment(  Yesser  )and 
SDAIA Data Privacy Sandbox ,ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴ 
and ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ !Ǌŀō 9ƳƛǊŀǘŜǎ
Federal  DecreeLaw  No  14 .of  2023  on 

Modern TechnologyBased Trade regulates  digital 
commerce  ,ƳŀƴŘŀǝƴƎ  cybersecurity  ,consumer 
privacy  ,truthful  ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ  ,ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ 
frameworks 

h¢I9w D// a9a.9w{
}Ŝ.Ǝ ΣΦvŀǘŀǊ ΣhƳŀƴ ΣYǳǿŀƛǘ Σ.ŀƘǊŀƛƴ{

Varying  levels  of  data-ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ  laws; 
GCC alignment on VAT and consumer laws.

Many have aligned data frameworks with 
GDPR(  e.g  ,.Qatar  since  ;)2016  KSA  introduced 
PDPL in2021  

WƻǊŘŀƴ
No ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ecommerce law ,but has recent 

 )2023(Cybercrime  Law  No  ,17 .used  to  regulate 
online  behavior  broadly—could  impact  ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ 
ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ.

Consumer-ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ  and  commercial 
law  cover  general  rights  ,but  no  specialized 
ecommerce framework yet 

Is  there  a  duty-free(  tax-free  or  taxable  with 
reduced  rates  )threshold  for  the  value  of 
e-purchases from Arab countries?

9ƎȅǇǘ
No  formal  de minimis  threshold  exists 
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YŜȅ ¢ŀƪŜŀǿŀȅǎ

No UAC country ƻũŜǊǎ ŀ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ 
Řǳǘȅκ±!¢ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǿǾŀƭǳŜ ŜŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ 
purchases.

Informal thresholds may exist (e.g. Egypt’s 
~USD 400), ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻŘƛŬŜŘΦ

±!¢ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǝŜǎ ŀǇǇƭȅ to all imported 
ecommerce goods; enforcement varies by courier 
and customs processes.

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǎ Ǿƛŀ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎΚ

Here’s an overview of the digital tools and 
ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ used across UAC member 
countries—especially Egypt and the GCC—to 
monitor and regulate the turnover of goods via 
both ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŜŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ 
ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎΥ

/ǳǎǘƻƳǎ {ƛƴƎƭŜ ²ƛƴŘƻǿ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ ϧ /ŀǊƎƻ 

tǊŜbƻǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ

9ƎȅǇǘ ς bŀŦŜȊŀ tƭŀǜƻǊƳΤ {ƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ 
shipped into Egypt (including ecommerce parcels) 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ /ŀǊƎƻ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ό!/Lύ via 
ǘƘŜ bŀŦŜȊŀ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ǇƻǊǘŀƭΣ ƳŀƴŘŀǝƴƎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ 
submission of manifests and invoices 48 hours 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǊŜŀƭπǝƳŜ customs 
ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘκŜȄǇƻǊǘ ƅƻǿǎΦ

GCC – Customs Single Window / bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
Single Window: Most GCC countries (e.g., UAE, 
Saudi !ǊŀōƛŀΣ hƳŀƴύ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴƛŬŜŘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ά{ƛƴƎƭŜ 
Window” portals where importers, including 
online marketplaces, declare, track, and clear 
shipments. These systems ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎǎ 
Ƙǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭπ
ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴǎ ŜƴŘπǘƻπŜƴŘΦ

9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ LƴǾƻƛŎƛƴƎ ϧ ¢ŀȄ wŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ

Saudi Arabia – “Fatoora” e-Invoicing: 
Launched in phases from 2021, Fatoora 
ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘŀȄŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴǎτƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

in  customs  law—thus  ,all  imported  goods  via 
ecommerce are technically ŘǳǝŀōƭŜ.

In  ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ  ,shipments  below  approx. 
USD 400 ƻƊŜƴ  bypass ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ  ŘǳǝŜǎ  or VAT—
and are handled informally by express carriers.

For  highervalue  imports  ,full  ŘǳǝŜǎ  ,VAT, 
and customs ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǝŜǎ apply.
{ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ ϧ  ¦!9

In UAE, VAT at 5% applies to all imports 
regardless ƻŦ ǾŀƭǳŜτƴƻ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǿǾŀƭǳŜ ŜŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎΦ

Likewise, Saudi Arabia enforces VAT (15%) 

on crossborder imports with no de minimis 
ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴΤ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
shipments.
hǘƘŜǊ ¦!/ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ όvŀǘŀǊΣ YǳǿŀƛǘΣ .ŀƘǊŀƛƴΣ 
hƳŀƴΣ WƻǊŘŀƴΣ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΣ ŜǘŎΦ)

aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ±!¢ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ ǘŀȄŜǎ 
on imported goods without explicit de minimis 
thresholds for ecommerce.

/ǳǎǘƻƳǎ ŘǳǝŜǎ Ƴŀȅ be waived or reduced 
on lowvalue shipments—but threshold levels 
vary, and in many countries they are not clearly 
ŘŜŬƴŜŘ in law.

{ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ¢ŀōƭŜ
/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ 5Ŝ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎ ό5ǳǘȅCǊŜŜ) ¢ƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ±!¢κ5ǳǘȅ ƻƴ ŜŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ
9ƎȅǇǘ )bƻƴŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ όǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭƭȅ Ϥ¦{5 плл ±!¢κŘǳǘȅ ŀǇǇƭȅ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ
¦!9 bƻƴŜ ±!¢ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ 5%
{ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ bƻƴŜ ±!¢ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ 15%
hǘƘŜǊ ¦!/ bƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŬƴŜŘ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ±!¢κŘǳǘȅ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ
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ŎǊƻǎǎπōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ ecommerce—be 
electronically invoiced, reported, and stored in a 
central ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ ǊŜŀƭπǝƳŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ 
visibility and VAT compliance.

UAE – Federal Tax Authority (FTA) 
e-Invoicing: The UAE requires digital tax invoices 
ŦƻǊ .н. ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎΣ 
ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ through secure audit-ready portals—
ŜƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎΦ

Egypt – E-Invoicing Mandate; Under 
Ministerial Decree 307/2020, businesses must 
electronically invoice via the Finance Ministry’s 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊƻǎǎπōƻǊŘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴǎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘτǝƎƘǘƭȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄ ŘŀǘŀΦ

LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ tŀȅƳŜƴǘ DŀǘŜǿŀȅǎ ϧ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ

Payment Service Providers (PSPs) like 
HyperPay, ½ŀƛƴ/ŀǎƘΣ {¢/ tŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ 
systems are required to ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴ 
Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǘŀȄ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ and 
customs insight into turnover volumes processed 
through e-commerce.

9{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ϧ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ !ǳǘƘŜƴǝŎŀǝƻƴ

Digital Signature Schemes—such as 
Egypt’s Law 15/2004 and Jordan’s e-sign laws—
are used to verify online sales contracts, invoices, 
and import documents. Not only do they secure 
legal validity, but they also allow ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǘǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǳŘƛǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴǎΦ

tƭŀǜƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜ wŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ !ƳŀȊƻƴΣ 
AliExpress) and local ƳŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻƊŜƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ 
formal data-sharing agreements with customs 
and ǘŀȄ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎΦ Lƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ {ŀǳŘƛ 
Arabia and UAEΣ ǎǳŎƘ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ 
against registered sellers.

/Ǌƻǎǎ!ƎŜƴŎȅ 5ŀǘŀ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƻƴ

UAC governments increasingly deploy 
data-sharing hubs that interconnect customs, tax, 
telecom, banking, and e-commerce registries. This 
enables automated cross-referencing of declared 
ƎƻƻŘǎΣ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭŜǊ ǇǊƻŬƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ systemic 
oversight.

{ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ YŜȅ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎΥ

CǳƴŎǝƻƴ ¢ƻƻƭǎκtƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ .ŜƴŜŬǘ
tǊŜŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǝƻƴ /ǳǎǘƻƳǎ {ƛƴƎƭŜ ²ƛƴŘƻǿΣ !/Lκ

bŀŦŜȊŀ
9ŀǊƭȅ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ

 ŜLƴǾƻƛŎƛƴƎ ϧ ±!¢
ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ

 CŀǘƻƻǊŀ όY{!)Σ 9ƎȅǇǘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜΣ
¦!9 ŜƛƴǾƻƛŎŜ

 wŜŀƭπǝƳŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄ
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ

tŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ t{t ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƻƴǎ ¢ǊŀŎƪǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ
9{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǾŜǊƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ !ǳǘƘŜƴǝŎŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎκ

ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎ
tƭŀǜƻǊƳ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ  aŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜ ŘŀǘŀπǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ

ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ
wŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǎŜƭƭŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ

/ǊƻǎǎŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƻǇŜǊŀōƭŜ Řŀǘŀ Ƙǳōǎ IƻƭƛǎǝŎ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ
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The Arab region is progressing toward a more 
harmonized digital trade ecosystem, driven 
ōȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴΣ 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƻƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 9ƎȅǇǘ 
and the GCC have established advanced legal 
ŀƴŘ ŬǎŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜπŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘΣ 
several neighboring countries ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ 

The next phase requires greater alignment in 
Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴΣ ±!¢ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ licensing to facilitate cross-border 
ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ 
among UAC members can turn digital ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ 
into engines of inclusive growth and sustainable 
development across the region.
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E-commerce has become a cornerstone of modern business, evolving from a necessity during 
the pandemic to a driver of innovation and growth. Global e-commerce sales are projected to 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ϷтΦр ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōȅ нлнрΣ ŦǳŜƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƭƛƪŜ !LΣ ōƭƻŎƪŎƘŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻōƛƭŜ 
commerce. However, businesses face the dual challenge of meeting rising consumer expectations for 
personalization and convenience while integrating new technologies effectively.

¢I9 D[h.![ 9/hbha Υ̧ ! b9² t[!¢Chwa Chw D[h.![ Dwh²¢I 
¢w!b{b!¢Lhb![ 9ρ/haa9w/9Υ t¦¢¢LbD b9² w¦[9{ Lb t[!/9

In the Arab region ,E-commerce is growing rapidly, 
with  the  market  expected  to  hit  50$ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ  ōȅ 
2025. While large enterprises are leading the way, 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)—the 
ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅτƻƊŜƴ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
limited access to resources and digital tools. This 
highlights the need for inclusive strategies to 
empower all players in the market.

/¦ww9b¢ [!b5{/!t9 hC 9ρ/haa9w/9

The global e-commerce market is projected to 
reach ϷтΦр ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōȅ нлнр, up from ϷрΦт ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
ƛƴ нлноΣ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ ŀ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅ 
ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴΦ

hƴƭƛƴŜ {ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ tŜƴŜǘǊŀǝƻƴ: By 2025, 
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online shopping is expected to account for нп҈ ƻŦ 
ǘƻǘŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ, an increase from нл҈ 
ƛƴ нлно.

/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ: Approximately ур҈ 
ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǇ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜπŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ

wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ: In the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA), the e-commerce market 
was valued at Ϸпф ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлнн, 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ 
ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴτсл҈ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ƴƻǿ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ 
ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ, a rise of 20% since 
2021.

¢9/Ibh[hDL/![ Lbbh±!¢Lhb{ 5wL±LbD 
/I!bD9

¢ƘŜ ŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ 
ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƪŜȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΥ

!ǊǝŬŎƛŀƭ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ό!L): The AI market 
within e-commerce was valued at ϷтΦнр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
ƛƴ нлнп, projected to grow to ϷфΦлм ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
2025Σ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ

.ƭƻŎƪŎƘŀƛƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ: Expected to surge 
from Ϸмт ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлно ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ Ϸфпо ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōȅ 
2032Σ ōƭƻŎƪŎƘŀƛƴ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǝƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
and transparency, addressing consumer concerns 
about data privacy.

!ǳƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ wŜŀƭƛǘȅ ό!w): With over млл 
Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ !w ǳǎŜǊǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлнр, AR is transforming online shopping 
experiences by allowing consumers to visualize 
products in their own environments.

¢I9 Lathw¢!b/9 hC /hb{¦a9w 
/hb±9bL9b/9

Recent studies indicate that consumer 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƛƊƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΥ

More than ул҈ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝȊŜ 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ when shopping online, with 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ 
(81%) and free shipping (76%) becoming standard.

Notably, фт҈ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ, 
underscoring the necessity for seamless shopping 
and return processes.

¢I9 Dwh²¢I hC 9ρ/haa9w/9 Lb ¢I9 !w!. 
w9DLhb

The MENA region’s e-commerce market is 
experiencing unprecedented growth, projected 
to reach Ϸрл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōȅ нлнр, with a compound 
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 12.77% from 2023 
to 2025. This surge is driven by:

LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ tŜƴŜǘǊŀǝƻƴ: The UAE 
boasts an impressive фр҈ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǝƻƴ 
ǊŀǘŜ, while Saudi Arabia follows closely with 94%. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŦƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŘǳŎƛǾŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
for digital commerce.

/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ {ƘƛƊǎ: 
Approximately ур҈ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦!9 
ŀƴŘ ул҈ ƛƴ {ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ ǳǝƭƛȊŜ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǝƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘǊŜƴŘ 
towards mobile commerce.

5ƛǾŜǊǎŜ {ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ: In 
the MENA region, со҈ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ, while рн҈ ƻǇǘ ŦƻǊ 
ƎǊƻŎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ 
e-commerce categories.

twL±!¢9 {9/¢hw 5¸b!aL/{ !b5 /I![[9bD9{

While large retailers in the Arab region are 
capitalizing on these trends, small and medium-
ǎƛȊŜŘ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ό{a9ǎύ ŦŀŎŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ 
challenges:

5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ !ŘƻǇǝƻƴ [ŀƎ: Many SMEs struggle 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
ŜπŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎǇŀǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ 
ŀǎ {a9ǎ ƻƊŜƴ ƭŀƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
ŀŘƻǇǝƴƎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 
for successful online engagement.

aŀǊƪŜǘ /ƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǝƻƴ: The six GCC 
countries and Egypt account for ул҈ ƻŦ 
ŜπŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀō ǊŜƎƛƻƴ, 
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ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǝƅŜ 
ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ 
players.

LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ /h±L5πмф: The pandemic 
underscored these challenges, as larger retailers 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
small retailers struggled to survive.

htthw¢¦bL¢L9{ Chw Dwh²¢I
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
digital commerce:

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎΥ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
strategies like Saudi Vision 2030 and the UAE’s 
Digital Economy Strategy aim to enhance 
digital infrastructure and support private sector 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜπŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
crucial for fostering an environment conducive to 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴΦ

LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ: The rise 
ƻŦ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ½ƛŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀƭƭŀ ƛƴ {ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ 
has empowered local merchants by enhancing 

digital infrastructure, enabling over Ϸт ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
ŜπŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлнлΦ {ǳŎƘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ 
are vital for driving economic growth.

/Ǌƻǎǎπ.ƻǊŘŜǊ 9π/ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ: The 
!Ǌŀō ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ Ǿŀǎǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎǊƻǎǎπ
border e-commerce, with increasing consumer 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ 
for maximizing this opportunity.

In conclusion, the journey of E-commerce, from 
ŀŘŀǇǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ 
of technological progress but also a testament 
to the resilience and forward-thinking mindset 
ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ 
reshaping industries, empowering consumers, 
ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
development—especially in regions like the Arab 
world, where the private sector is embracing 
digital tools to drive economic expansion.
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ 
of digital commerce is not without its challenges. 

wǳǎǎƛŀΥ YŜȅ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ όнлмфΣ нлннΣ нлнп)
LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ 2019 2022 )9ǎǝƳŀǘŜŘύ 2024
)D5t ό/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¦{5Σ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ  мΣсфрΦт  нΣнсфΦф  нΣмупΦо
)D5t ǇŜǊ /ŀǇƛǘŀ ό¦{5  ммΣпср  мрΣптн  мпΣфро
)D5t DǊƻǿǘƘ wŀǘŜ ό҈ ǊŜŀƭ ǘŜǊƳǎ  2.2%  -1.2%  3.6%
)҈ ΣLƴƅŀǝƻƴ wŀǘŜ ό/tL  4.5%  13.8%  7.9%
)¦ƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ wŀǘŜ ό҈ ƻŦ ƭŀōƻǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ  4.6%  3.9%  2.6%
)DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 5Ŝōǘ ό҈ ƻŦ D5t  13.7%  18.5%  19.9%
)/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ό҈ ƻŦ D5t  4.6%  10.5%  2.7%
)tƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴ όƳƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ  146.8  146.4  146.2
)9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ wŀǘŜ όw¦. ǇŜǊ ¦{5  64.7  68.0  110.0
)CƻǊŜƛƎƴ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ό¦{5 ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ  $554.4  $582.6  $606.7
)DǊƻǎǎ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ 5Ŝōǘ ό¦{5 ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ  $481.5  $381.8 bκ!
)tƻǾŜǊǘȅ wŀǘŜ ό҈ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴ  12.6%  11.0%  14.3%
)IǳƳŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƴŘŜȄ όI5L  0.824  0.821 bκ!
)/ƻǊǊǳǇǝƻƴ tŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴǎ LƴŘŜȄ ό/tL  нуκмлл  нсκмлл bκ!
)[ŀōƻǊ CƻǊŎŜ όƳƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ  75.0  73.2  72.0
)9ȄǇƻǊǘǎ ό¦{5 ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ  $419.6  $542.0  $465.4
)LƳǇƻǊǘǎ ό¦{5 ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ  $254.6  $381.0  $378.6
)C5L bŜǘ Lƴƅƻǿǎ ό҈ ƻŦ D5t  1.5%  -1.8% bκ!
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Bridging the digital divide, enhancing regulatory 
ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŜũƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
sectors.
As we move forward, it is clear that embracing 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ 9πŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 
market. The Arab region, with its youthful 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
leverage these changes and lead the way in this 
ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴΦ

Y9¸ h.{9w±!¢Lhb{Υ
9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ DǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ŀƴŎǝƻƴǎΥ Russia’s 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлнн ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǎƛƎƴǎ 
ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ нлнп ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜ 

of 3.6%. 
Lƴƅŀǝƻƴ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎΥ Lƴƅŀǝƻƴ ǇŜŀƪŜŘ ŀǘ моΦу҈ 

in 2022 but is projected to decrease to 7.9% in 
нлнпΣ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ōŀƴƪ ǘƻ 
stabilize prices. 

[ŀōƻǊ aŀǊƪŜǘΥ Unemployment rates have 
ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘΣ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ нΦс҈ ƛƴ нлнпΣ 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǝƴƎ ŀ ǝƎƘǘ ƭŀōƻǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ 5ŜǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴΥ The Russian ruble 
ŘŜǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǊŀǘŜ 
falling to 110 RUB per USD by the end of 2024. 

CƻǊŜƛƎƴ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΥ Russia’s 
foreign exchange reserves increased to $606.7 
ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлнпΣ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
stability. 

tƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ LƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΥ The poverty rate 
rose to 14.3% in 2024, and income inequality 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Dƛƴƛ ŎƻŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ орΦм 
in 2022. 

9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ !Ǌŀō /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ όнлмфΣ нлннΣ нлнп)
LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ 2019 2022 2024
¢ƻǘŀƭ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ 
όwǳǎǎƛŀς!Ǌŀō ²ƻǊƭŘ)

ϤϷмлςмн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ όŜǎǝƳŀǘŜ) ϤϷнлςнн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ όŜǎǝƳŀǘŜ) ϤϷнрςнт ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ όŜǎǝƳŀǘŜ)

wǳǎǎƛŀς{ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ϤϷмΦрςн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ϤϷнΦн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ϤϷоΦт ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ όнлно)
wǳǎǎƛŀς¦!9 ¢ǊŀŘŜ ϤϷрΦп ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ϤϷф ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ όҌсу҈ ƻ̧¸) ϤϷмлҌ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ όŜǎǝƳŀǘŜ)
wǳǎǎƛŀς9ƎȅǇǘ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ϤϷтΦт ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ όнлму) ϤϷпΦт ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ bƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ
aŀƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 9ȄǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
!Ǌŀō /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ

hƛƭ ϧ ƎŀǎΣ ǿƘŜŀǘΣ ōŀǊƭŜȅΣ 
ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊǎΣ ŀǊƳǎΣ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅ

hƛƭ ϧ ƎŀǎΣ ǿƘŜŀǘΣ ōŀǊƭŜȅΣ 
ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊǎΣ ƳŜǘŀƭǎΣ ŀǊƳǎ

hƛƭ ϧ ƎŀǎΣ ǿƘŜŀǘΣ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊǎΣ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΣ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎǎΣ 
ƳŜǘŀƭǎ

aŀƛƴ !Ǌŀō 9ȄǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
wǳǎǎƛŀ

tƭŀǎǝŎǎΣ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳΣ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ

tƭŀǎǝŎǎΣ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳΣ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ

tƭŀǎǝŎǎΣ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳΣ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ

LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ϧ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ

D// ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ Ǿƛŀ w5LC 
ƛƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ϧ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ

¦!9κ{ŀǳŘƛ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
ǘŜŎƘΣ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎǎΣ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΤ 
LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ

5ŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƴŜǿ Ƨƻƛƴǘ 
ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ !Ǌŀō C5L 
ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ

{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎκtƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ

ht9/Ҍ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ 
wǳǎǎƛŀ ǎŜŜƪǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŬŜŘ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ wǳǎǎƛŀπ!Ǌŀō 
/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ CƻǊǳƳ

ht9/Ҍ ƻƛƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŘŜŀƭǎΣ 
wǳǎǎƛŀ ǇƛǾƻǘǎ ǘƻ !Ǌŀō ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ 
ŀƊŜǊ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴǎ

wǳǎǎƛŀπ!Ǌŀō ǎǳƳƳƛǘ 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΣ .wL/{ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ 
ό{ŀǳŘƛ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ)Σ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 
ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ

YŜȅ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ {ǘŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ

{ƘŀǊǇ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŘŜκ
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ 
ǇƛǾƻǘ ǘƻ !Ǌŀō ǿƻǊƭŘ

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ 
ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎǎΣ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŬƴŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǝŜǎ
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Russia’s trade with the Arab world has 
ƎǊƻǿƴ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ 
Russia–UAE trade turnover increased by 68% to 
$9 billion in 2022, and Russia–Saudi Arabia trade 
reached $3.7 billion in 2023, up from $1 billion in 
2018.

aŀƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎΥ ǊŜŬƴŜŘ ǇŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳΣ 
ǿƘŜŀǘΣ ōŀǊƭŜȅΣ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊǎΣ ƳŜǘŀƭǎΣ ŀǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
machinery.

aŀƛƴ !Ǌŀō ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ wǳǎǎƛŀΥ Ǌŀǿ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ 
ǎƘŜŜǝƴƎΣ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ ŎŀƴǎΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ 
but these volumes are much smaller than Russian 
exports to the region.

Lb±9{¢a9b¢ !b5 CLb!b/L![ /hht9w!¢Lhb

The Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) 
is a key channel for Gulf investments in Russia, 
especially in infrastructure and technology.

The UAE and Saudi Arabia have increased 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎǎΣ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ 
and technology sectors.

wǳǎǎƛŀ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀƴ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƛƴ 
нлно ǘƻ ŀǧǊŀŎǘ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ

{¢w!¢9DL/ !b5 th[L¢L/![ /hht9w!¢Lhb

ht9/Ҍ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ wǳǎǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
Saudi Arabia, has been crucial for global oil market 
ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ нлнн ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴǎ 
on Russia.

Russia has become more important to 
!Ǌŀō ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ !Ǌŀō 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴǎπƘƛǘ 
economy.

wǳǎǎƛŀπ!Ǌŀō /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ CƻǊǳƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳƳƳƛǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ 
economic planning, with a major summit planned 
for 2025.

¢w9b5{ !b5 h¦¢[hhY

Russia’s pivot to the Arab world accelerated 
ŀƊŜǊ нлннΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ 
rising sharply as Western markets closed.

9ƴŜǊƎȅΣ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
main pillars, but new areas like technology and 
ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎΦ

tƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
{ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ .wL/{ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴƛƴƎ 
itself as a key external partner for the Arab League
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