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FNB REWARDS PROGRAM

Using your FNB credit card has never been more rewarding!
Spend with your credit card, earn points and redeem them for cash or valuable
prizes and travel packages at fnb-rewards.com or through the FNB Mobile App.
Points can be earned and redeemed in Lebanon or abroad.
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ARAB ITALIAN BUSINESS FORUM — ROME

The Arab Italian Business Forum, organized by the team of the Joint Italian Arab Chamber of
Commerce (JIACC), under the leadership of Chairman Pietro Paolo Rampino, took place in Rome
on January 28th in the splendid archaeological setting of the Horti Sallustiani, headquarters of
UnionCamere, with the presence of the Secretary General of the League of Arab States, H.E. Ahmed

Aboul Gheit.

The fourth edition of the event, held under the
patronage of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation, the Ministry of
Industry and Made in Italy, the ITA (Italian Trade
Agency), the National Association of Builders
(ANCE), UnionCamere, the Arab League, the Union
of Arab Chambers (UAC), and Promos, aimed to
promote and strengthen economic and industrial
ties between Italy and the Arab world.

The event unfolded through a two-sides
approach: on one side, a series of conferences

featuring prominent speakers who brought
new perspectives; on the other, a networking
phase designed to facilitate meetings between
companies and/or chambers of commerce,
promoting the creation of new collaborations.

The realization of the event was made possible
with the support of key sponsors, including Intesa
Sanpaolo, Federterziario, Mapei, RHN Advocates
G Legal Consultation, Italsistemi, and Almaviva.
Additional support came from the media partner
Il Sole 24 Ore, esteemed board members of



the Chamber, and numerous Arab chambers of
commerce.

"The Arab world is a huge area, stretching from
North Africa to the Gulf Countries, with which
Italy has excellent relations. It is a market of
great interest for Italian businesses, not only for
the growing opportunities in the export sector
but also for strategic collaborations with rapidly
growing economies eager to strengthen ties
with our Country. Currently, our exports to the
region are driven by machine tools, machinery
for metalworking, and textile products,”" stated
Andrea Prete, Chairman of UnionCamere, in his
opening speech at the Forum.

The topics discussed during the Arab Italian
Business Forum ranged from the impact of the
Mattei Plan and collaborations between Italy and
North Africa, to business opportunities with Saudi
Arabia, and the prospects for developing relations
between ltaly and Libya. A particular focus was
given to Islamic finance, the growth of exports
through internationalization and foreign direct
investments (FDI), concluding with a sector that is
constantly growing in the Arab world, where Italy
plays an outstanding role: tourism.

Among the speakers, the Secretary General of the
Arab League, H.E. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, expressed
his enthusiasm for the strong relationship
between Italy and the Arab world, highlighting
the historical and cultural significance of the bond
between our country and the MENA region. This
strong interest was reflected in the presence of
over 300 participants, including more than 130
from 1G Arab countries, and more than 200 online
participants.

Lorenzo Ortona, Deputy Coordinator of the Mattei
Plan for Africa Implementation at Palazzo Chigi,
emphasized the key role of collaboration between
Araband Middle Eastern countriesinimplementing
the Plan, highlighting its incremental approach

and extension to various strategic sectors. The
Mattei Plan aims to create genuine partnerships
between ltaly and African countries, fostering
the transfer of know-how and creating business
opportunities in the sectors with the greatest
development potential in each country. During
the panel, Samir Majoul, President of UTICA and a
board member of JIACC, reiterated the importance
of collaboration between Tunisia and Italy, stating
that by working together (#strongertogether, the
JIACC's slogan), it is possible to generate wealth,
create jobs for young people, and attract strategic
investments.

The Guest Country of the event was Saudi
Arabia, and it featured prominent speakers such
as Abdulrahman Alanbar, General Manager
of Strategic Partnerships for the Quality-of-
Life Program; Eng. Nizar Y. Al Hariri, Minister
Counsellor at the Saudi Ministry of Industry and
Mineral Resources; and Basim K. lbrahim from
the Ministry of Investment. During this panel,
Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs Maria Tripodi
emphasized Riyadh’s increasingly central role as
an economic and commercial partner for Italy,
reaffirming Italy’sambitionto establish a privileged
position in its relations with the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. In turn, Othman Hakami, representative of
the National Center for Industrial Development,
presented the progress made under Vision
2030, highlighting the opportunities for Italian
businesses. "We have made significant progress
in recent years: the main idea behind Vision 2030
is to leverage previously unused resources and
move away from an economy solely dependent
on oil, aiming for a more diversified model. It
is a complex process, structured in programs
and phases that guide the implementation and
development of new sectors. In this regard, Saudi
Arabia offers extensive diversification and has
established itself as one of the most important



financial hubs in the world," he stated.

In the panel dedicated to Islamic finance, high-
profile speakers took part, including H.E. Shk
Ebrahim Khalifa Al Khalifa, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of AAOIFI, and the Secretary General
of the Union of Arab Banks, Wissam Fattouh,
along with numerous representatives from Arab
and/or Islamic financial institutions and banks.
The discussion explored the role of Islamic finance
as a tool for growth and internationalization for
businesses,

highlighting how this can promote
investments and economic development between
Italy and the Arab world. The panel also addressed
the use of Islamic finance in Italy to access new
funding streams and reach a broader network of
commercial partners.

In the panel dedicated to AgriTech and food
security, these were recognized as crucial topics of
the Mattei Plan. UNIDO ITPO actively participated
in the event with a speech by Andrea Carapellese,
who emphasized the importance of addressing
issues related to water supply, desertification,
and soil fertility. The panel highlighted how these
challenges can be tackled through technological
innovation developed by the private sector,
supported by strategic government decisions
and the vital role of international organizations.
The adoption of advanced technologies, such
as smart irrigation, sustainable water resource
management, and the enhancement of
agricultural land, was identified as the key to

model

improving productivity and ensuring long-term
food security

Finally, in the panel dedicated to tourism and
entertainment, Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, and Italy
discussed with their key representatives how
tourism is a fundamental resource to focus on
for economic development. Participants shared
ideas, strategies, and aspirations on how the

sector can be enhanced and strengthened through
mutual collaborations. Among the speakers
were Marina Lalli, President of Federturismo,
and Edoardo Colombo, President of Turism.Al,
who emphasized the importance of integrating
artificial intelligence (Al) into the tourism sector
to optimize customer experience and resource
management. A significant contribution also came
from Abdelouhab Boulefkha, Chairman of the
National Federation of Hospitality and Tourism in
Algeria, who discussed the growth opportunities
in tourism in his country, and from Hoda Galal
Yassa, President of Arab Businesswomen Investors
and representative of Egypt in the BRICS Alliance,
who concluded the panel, highlighting the
potential of tourism as a driver of development
and investment opportunities for the future.
Within the Forum, the Joint Italian Arab Chamber
of Commerce signed two important Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs): the first with the Arab
Federation for Digital Economy, and the second
with BTM Srl, reaffirming its commitment to
strengthening international collaborations.

The first MoU was signed by Dr. Abdullah Al
Darmaki, Vice Secretary of the Arab Federation for
Digital Economy, who delivered a speech focused
on the Arab Food Market Initiative, one of the
most significant strategic initiatives launched by
the Federation to improve Arab integration in the
field of food security. This Memorandum with the
Joint Italian Arab Chamber of Commerce aims to
strengthen cooperation between the two parties
and encourage Italian companies to join the Arab
Food Market platform, an initiative that supports
efforts toward achieving food security and
enhancing commercial ties between Italy and
Arab countries. The project seeks to create a
collaborative network that fosters innovation
and development in the food sector, ensuring
sustainability and improving efficiency in the food



supply and distribution system within the Arab
region.

Furthermore, Dr.Neviod'Arpa, legal representative
of BTM Srl, signed the second Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) aimed at promoting
cooperation in the tourism sector between Italy
and Arab countries. This agreement specifically
focuses on the participation of Arab tourism
operators in events organized by BTM, such as
the Business Tourism Management (BTM) project,
with the goal of stimulating reciprocal tourism.
The MoU outlines the exchange of information
to improve tourism relations, the organization
of joint events, and the creation of collaborative
projects to foster synergy that can enrich and
enhance the tourism offerings in both markets.
The initiative aims to facilitate the flow of

A key support was provided by board members,
both Italian and Arab, as well as by the Arab
embassies in ltaly, which contributed to making
this exchange even more solid and tangible.
The Joint Italian Arab Chamber of Commerce
positions itself at the heart of this process,
offering the necessary services to connect with
the Middle Eastern market, promoting growth,
internationalization, and the development of
business opportunities between Italy and Arab
countries.

With this commitment, the Chamber reaffirms
its role as a facilitator and point of reference for
businesses wishing to expand their reach and
actively participate in the growing commercial
integration between the two regions.
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