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B Khaled Hanafy: Upgrading the Arab-European Relations through the Tremendous Potential of Digital Transformation

The Secretary General of the Union of Arab Chambers, Dr. Khaled
Hanafy, noted that the “Arab-European cooperation is based on common
interests, a long history, neighborhood and geographical proximity, as
the two sides succeeded in weaving a solid network of institutional and
societal relations,” stressing that “the European Union is at the forefront
of trading partners for the countries of the Arab world and the year 2019
ranked fifth in terms of export after China, the United States, the United
Kingdom, and Russia, 6.3% of the total imports of the European Union.
In addition, the Arab world is the fourth largest importer from the
European Union after China, the United States and the United Kingdom,
accounting for 7.9% of the total EU exports.

Hanafy's words came during his speech at the symposium organized
by the Belgian-Luxembourgish Arab Chamber of Commerce within
the framework of the Belgian Investment Encouragement and Exports
Exhibition, titled “Strengthening the Arab-European Partnership
after the Covid-19 Crisis,” where he stressed that “Arab-European
cooperation has enormous potentials in light of relations. The European
Union and the Arab countries represent two of the largest economic
groups in the world. However, despite the wide-ranging neighborhood

and relations, only a limited part of these energies is achieved, which
requires a serious review of joint cooperation so that the partnership
takes its natural dimensions that are beneficial for both sides."

He added: "The European Union was previously the first trading partner
of the Arab world, but this partnership has retreated greatly in favor
of the Far East countries and the Americas due to restrictions and
obstacles imposed on Arab exports and the difficult conditions of the
rules of origin, which calls for rethinking so that the partnership takes
its deserved and complementary dimensions."

Hanafy stressed that "looking at relations from the traditional point of
view remains deficient in light of the historical transformation brought
about by the wonderful industrial revolution and the change in the nature
of life and the economy, as well as the unprecedented repercussions
caused by the Corona pandemic. We live today in extremely difficult
and challenging conditions and constitute a major crossroads of what
will be the future in our region, and we have to embody our common
desire to elevate the path of our relations to higher levels than they are
currently by setting common standards aimed at achieving sustainable
development with the participation of the public and private sectors



based on developing transport and port logistics to strengthen the
connection of the networks of sea and land roads, railways and supply
chains and the added values, as well as the enormous potential for
digital transformation. "

He also considered that "embodying this cooperation on the ground is
through developing an integrated holistic vision for the future project we
want for our space, based on a rational arrangement of priorities, a solid
drawing of realistic goals, and a participatory and proactive approach
that adopts flexible and sophisticated working mechanisms. We need an
agenda of new joint cooperation that goes beyond just facing the current
crises, but rather involves joint digital projects in various vital sectors,
from renewable energy to technology, to tourism and trade."

He continued: "Several days ago, we discussed in a high-level meeting
of joint Arab action institutions under the umbrella of the Arab League,
a set of important proposals to promote digital transformation in the
Arab world, and dealt with establishing an observatory to follow up and

confront disasters, including the Corona pandemic, and mechanisms to
protect against piracy, and many other proposals for establishing digital
companies at the age of specialized Arab organizations and federations
and the Arab private sector aiming to establish an Arab digital university,
an academy for scientific innovation, a platform for Arab e-commerce, a
research database for innovation and a platform for quality in education
and others. The Union of Arab Chambers also launched an initiative
for digital transformation through a partnership with the Union of
Arab Banks in Dubai in 2020 which includes information platforms
that specialize in electronic transformation processes, commercial and
transport operations, as well as with the UNIDO-Bahrain organization
through programs to support innovation, youth and small and medium
enterprises. We need to do Arab-European cooperation in all these
areas, especially since Europe has made great strides in the field of the
digital revolution, and it has even started mainly from it."

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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B The Qatari Trade Balance Records an Annual Decline

The Qatari trade balance recorded a surplus of 8.6 billion riyals (2.3
billion dollars) last December, recording a decrease of 5.7 billion riyals
(1.56 billion dollars), or 39.8% compared to the same month of the year
2019, and a decrease of 500 million riyals, or 5.2%, compared to last
November.

According to the Qatari Planning and Statistics Authority, the total
value of Qatari exports reached about 17.1 billion riyals during last
December, an annual decrease of 27.3%, and a monthly increase of
3.3% compared to last November. As for the value of merchandise
imports, they increased by 8% on an annual basis, to reach about 8.5
billion riyals, while they increased by 13.4% on a monthly basis.

The value of exports of "oil gases and other gaseous hydrocarbons"
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which represent liquefied natural gas, condensate, propane and butane,
on an annual basis, decreased to about 9.4 billion riyals, by 36.8%,
and the value of "petroleum oils and oils of crude mineral materials"
decreased to about 3 Billions of riyals, by 26.7%, and the value of
exports of "petroleum oils and oils obtained from continental non-raw
mineral materials" to reach about 1.5 billion riyals, by 8.2%. India
topped the destination countries for Qatar’s exports with a value of 2.83
billion riyals, or 16.5% of the total value of Qatari exports, followed by
China with 2.75 billion riyals, or 16.1%, and then Japan with 2.7 billion
riyals, or 15.7%.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)
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B Mauritania: Creating 20,000 jobs in 2020 Despite of "Corona"

Mauritanian Prime Minister Mohamed Ould Bilal revealed that his
government, during the past year, was able to provide more than 20
thousand permanent jobs, despite the negative consequences of the
outbreak of the Corona pandemic locally and internationally.

Ould Bilal informed the Mauritanian Parliament that the outcome of the
created jobs exceeded the expectations and commitments made, pointing
out that “among the jobs provided by the government are 6 thousand
jobs in the field of education, 1140 jobs in public administration, and
2000 jobs in the fields of transport, bakeries and hotels, in addition to
thousands of opportunities in multiple government sectors."

According to official data, the unemployment rate in Mauritania is 11
percent, but the International Labor Organization says it is about 30
percent.
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The government affirms that it has completed a number of projects
that have had a positive impact on the workers' situation, among
them the establishment of the National Council for Social Dialogue,
which was recently created and entrusted with the tasks of supervising
representative elections, discussing and proposing a minimum wage, the
percentage of contribution to the Social Security Fund and the deduction
ceiling and overseeing the national plan to combat child labor and forced
labor. The government also worked on issuing some regulatory texts
that apply the labor code, where the internal organization of the regional
labor inspectorates was revised, which made it possible to separate the
agencies in charge of settling labor disputes from those charged with
oversight, in order to avoid conflicts of interest.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)
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B Al-Sager: Kuwait Confers Great Importance to Consolidating Economic Relations with China

The head of the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Muhammad Al-Sager, affirmed that the chamber pays great attention to
consolidating joint economic relations with China, which ranks first as
Kuwait's best trading partner, stressing that it is ready to harness all its
capabilities to achieve common goals.

This came during his meeting with the Chinese ambassador to Kuwait Li
Minggang, in the presence of the Chamber's Director General, Rabah al-
Rabah, to discuss the nature of economic cooperation between Kuwait
and China, and to discuss ways to establish more joint investment
projects between the two countries, and to encourage the establishment
of economic activities to develop the existing relations between them.
For his part, Minggang stressed that the Chinese embassy is striving to
develop bilateral relations between the two countries at all levels, urging
the exploitation of investment opportunities available in each of them.
He also pointed out that efforts should be made to overcome obstacles

facing investors, increase trade exchange and visits of delegations
between the two friendly countries, explaining that China is looking
forward to moving forward in implementing the Silk City project
and developing the Kuwaiti islands, which is considered a strategic
and developmental project. He also indicated that he will invite the
Kuwaiti business community during this year to participate in economic
activities in China, with the aim of discussing investment cooperation
opportunities available in various sectors, expressing his satisfaction
with the opening of a Kuwaiti consulate in Shanghai about a year
ago, which is a new building block of Kuwaiti-Chinese political and
economic cooperation, in addition to the opening of a direct flight route
between Kuwait and Quanzhou, which will facilitate the movement of
investors between the two friendly countries.

Source (Al-Rai Newspaper-Kuwait, Edited)



